2.3 Socialism

Introduction

desired or necessary goods.

Socialists traditionally place a greater emphasis on the importance of society as a whole rather that the specific needs of
individuals. For socialists, individuals are social creatures who thrive in close proximity to others. As long as the society in
which they live is supportive, they can live successfully and harmoniously, acting selflessly in the interests of all.

Socialists see capitalism and classical liberalism as damaging because they encourage individualism, selfishness and egoism.
They create ‘wants’ and greed, while institutionalising inequality and the (sometimes even artificially perpetuated) scarcity of

The impact of capitalism from a socialist perspective

Human cost
Capitalism is exploitative.
Workers are not
rewarded for the full
value of their labour and
are often exposed to
unacceptable levels of
harm.

Human spirit
Capitalism encourages
greed, jealousy and an
unhealthy form of
competition. It acts
against co-operation and
altruism.

Democracy

hope of change but

the capitalist order
through minor
concessions and
incentives.

Democracy is illusionary.
It appears to offer real

merely acts to preserve

Inequality

Capitalism entrenches
inequality. Its main
motivation is the
accumulation of wealth
and — given limited
wealth — this ensures that
there will always be
losers as well as winners.

Resources

Capitalism is wasteful of resources. Products are designed to fail or be superseded at a certain points {fail-rates and inbuilt
redundancy). The desire for ever-cheaper raw materials and ever-cheaper energy sources encourages the destruction of
natural environments. Capitalism acts against long-term environmental planning in favour of short-term profits.

A socialist agenda

production.

Socialists, therefore, have the desire to remould society rather than allowing it to evolve through interaction. Socialists favour:
the redistribution of resources resulting in greater equality of outcome, an emphasis on co-operation and common goals rather
than competition and individualism, state provision of education and welfare, and collective control of the means of

Different strands of socialism

Revolutionary socialism
(e.g. Marxism)

Reformist socialism
{e.g. social democracy)

Radical reformers

Adjusters

Born of a mistrust of the democratic
model. Has a fundamental dislike of
capitalism. Sees democratic
institutions as a tool of the
bourgeoisie.

Born of a mistrust of
capitalism, but not of
democratic institutions.

>

Based on an acceptance
of capitalism, but wanting
adjustments to bring
greater benefits to a
greater number of people.

Take control of the state through
revolution {proletarian). Take control
of the means of production and
create a dictatorship of the
proletariat. The state then becomes
the ‘vehicle for change’, organising
people collectively.

Use existing democratic
structures to reform from
within, thus moving
towards an end goal
held in common with
revolutionary socialists.

T»

Use existing democratic
structures to bring greater
benefit to a greater
number. Extend rights,
raise the level of the
welfare safety net, and
extend wealth
redistribution through
taxation.

State withers away, creating a more
communal co-operative style of
existence.

See left.

A more palatable form of
capitalism.
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