
2.3 Socialism

Introduction
Social ists tradit ionatly place a greater emphasis on the importance of society as a whole rather that the specif ic needs of

individuals. For social ists, indiv"iduals are social creatures who thrive in close proximity to others. As long as the society in

which they l ive is support ive, they can l ive successful ly and harmoniously, act ing self lessly in the interests of al l .

Soc ia l i s ts  see cap i ta l i sm and c lass ica l  l ibera l i sm as  damaging  because they  encourage ind iv idua l i sm,  se l f i shness  and ego ism.

They c rea te ,wants ,and greed,  wh i le  ins t i tu t iona l i s ing  inequa l i t y  and the  (somet imes even ar t i f i c ia l l y  perpe tua ted)  scarc i ty  o f

desired or necessary goods.

A socialist agenda
Social ists, therefore, have the desire to remould society rather than al lowing i t  to evolve through interaction. Social ists favour:

the redistr ibution of resources result ing in greater equali ty of outcome, an emphasis on co-operation and common goals rather

than competit ion and individual ism, siate frovision of education and welfare, and col lect ive control of the means of

produc t ion .

The impact of capitalism from a socialist perspective

Human cost
Capital ism is exploitat ive.
Workers are not
rewarded for the full
value of their labour and
are often exposed to
unacceptable levels of
harm.

Human spirit
Capitalism encourages
greed, jealousy and an
unhealthy form of
competition. lt acts
against co-operation and
a l t ru ism.

Democracy
Democracy is i l lusionary.
It appears to offer real
hope of change but
merely acts to preserve
the capital ist order
through minor
concessions and
incentives.

Inequality
Capital ism entrenches
inequali ty. l ts main
motivation is the
accumulation of wealth
and - given l imited
wealth - this ensures that
there wil l  always be
losers as well  as winners.

Resources
Capital ism is wasteful of resources. Products are designed to fai l  or be superseded at a certain points i fai l-rates and inbui l t

reiundancy). The desire for ever-cheaper raw materia'is and ever-cheaper energy sources encourages the destruction of

natural environments. Capital ism acts against long-term environmental planning in favour of short-term profi ts.

Different strands of socialism

Reformist socialism
(e.9. social democracY)

Revolutionary socialism
(e.9. Marxism)

Radical reformers

Based on an acceptance
of capital ism, but wanting
adjustments to bring
greater benefits to a
greater number of people.

Born of a mistrust of
capital ism, but not of
democratic inst i tut ions.

Born of a mistrust of the democratic
model. Has a fundamental disl ike o{
cap i ta l i sm.  Sees democra t ic
inst i tut ions as a tool of the
bourgeoisie.

Use existing democratic
structures to bring greater
benefit to a greater
number. Extend r ights,
raise the level of the
welfare safety net, and
extend wealth
redistr ibution through
taxation.

Use exist ing democratic
structures to reform from
wi th in ,  thus  mov ing
towards an end goal
held in common rvith
revolut ionary social ists.

Take control of the state through
revolut ion (proletarian). Take control
of the means of production and
create a dictatorship of the
proletariat. The state then becomes
the 'veh ic le  to r  change ' ,  o rgan is ing
people col lect ively.

A more palatable form of
cap i ta l i sm.

State withers away, creating a more
communal co-operative style of
existence.
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