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clutch of campaign workers trailedbya verylarge recreational vehicle
plastered with yellow-and-blue LAFFEr FoR srNern signs, A mystical
average-foll<s communion is takingplace: awholelot of folks on Lionel
Avenue have been watching the local news and have seen the ad. "My
motherhasAlztreimer'si' awoman says. Aretiredteacher named Mary
Monahan says, "I'mvotingforyou. I'vebeenwaitingto tellyouperson-
allyl'a reference to Laffey's habit of descending on unsuspecting
neighborhoods with his horde, dashing from house to house. He and
his troops wear sneakers, shorts and bluebaseballhats withhis name.

erates. "In Washington, though, there has
been abig shift to the Sun Belt Republicans.
Theyhave differentpriorities. I think I siand
for traditional Republican values. Wdve al-
waysbeenthepartyoffiscalresponsibility, Of
conservation. Wdve always warned against
foreign entanglements and opposed govern-
ment gettingmixedup in personallivesi'

Not recently, though. Laffey represents
the Republican Party that Ronald Reagan
built. His fattrer was a union machinist. Laf-
feywas the firstinhis familyto go to college
(Bowdoin, and then Harvard Business

School). But the fumily storywas far more complicated than that. His
eldest brother, whom Laffey describes as a "promiscuous homosexu-
ali' died of eros. His elder brother and a younger sister suffer from
schizophrenia. "These guys saved mei'he says, pointing toward his
childhood pals blitzing the suburban street in Coventry. "We were a
fibe. Theirparents tookme in. I onlymade it outbecause of theml' He
went on to manage an investment bank and then came home to

, Cranston, Rhode Island, ran for mayor and helped save the city from
banl<ruptcy by challenging the local public employees' unions but also

Running Against the Big Shots
4+ iust'53\\'\oi:{\\,;i'Yit-Y,ws\{3$,YtqraY.t,wweIxw*v,,s.&S"ttssAYtN{}ym{jbq"- 

bclrinrl irt:r st'rr't'rr ,".lnrrr. "\\'crc thcr irll.rr:king nrc, or \\'iis I krlking?'-

":"*i Slere l-atTei' ;t$"*pzsh&z*"&nrLzrtrzingf*rthe{.5.5*nat**rznt W:*rl*

fli l-.larrd. :rs],s. ll v:as avz ert, the w*rrt&T7 seys. &*&t ymzr pey*wts.
+ r\Izht,iruf,r's. sir* says"5,x€7*y"s{*tlz*xha* Nr,h*smr:{x"'{h*a&isxls*zzt

tb* w*ik:ng-{}i15* {tt**esry *t ** I,a**y {azNtI3'.'Z%* c.an&i&xt* ts g*ing
&**r t* &**r *r Lit:z:*1 Av*vs::e:n C*v*ntry, f*:*&* jslaxs&" *m a qNtt:t"
*ve:ning"tL*zs*rrx:tmpante*byarx*Tst3zatin*lnei*shiswi{ean&&v**?v**
*r*rr, ptxs *ssr:rte* *,bi\ h *& tri*n&s *tbi:s Nn*. tfz*cr *hiic"re* " " " plws 'a

"Seej'the candidate says, sweating - by raising taxes, a heresy over-
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and was the on-lv Republican to vote iF* 
""ndidate 

Stwe laffuy gpes door to door in Rhode lsland "If you want bigchecla like the
againstthesarr.ntraq.Butthereisa $150 million Chafee brought
lot more going on here than dueling political philosophies. There is a ; back from the $27 billion highway bill, vote for him. Rhode Island gets
truckload of \eu' England sociology. ; the short end of the stickwhen it comes to earmarks. I mean, the bridge

Chafee rs an Epismpalian aristocratwho inheritedthe Senate seat I to nowhere alone was $223 millionj' he says, referring to the famed
once held by his father John Chafee. "Linc is barely a politicianl' says a I Alaskan boondoggle. "I'm going to vote against all thatl'
Democratic colieague. "Hei the only Senator I knowwho isrft infatu- Ifhe getsthe chance. BothlaffeyandChafeetrailDemocratShel-
ated with the sound of his own voicel' Indeed, Chafee the Younger i don Whitehouse, another Protestant aristocrat, in the polls. Rhode Is-
seems a refugee from the counterculture: he worked as a blaclamith i land voted overwhelmingly for John Kerry in 2004; it probably hasrlt
andhorseshoeraftergraduatingfromBrownUniversitywithaclassics igrownanyfonderofGeorgeWBushsincethen.Laffeydoesrltcare.
degree in 1975. He has a benigrr, difEden! slightly spacey aspect. Visit- I He's running on a different wavelength, against the big shots in both
ing a senior citizens' center last rveel<, Chafee apologized for interrupt- parties. "Have you ever seen a campaign like this?" he exclaims, jog-

ing lunch. "Don t worryl We love youl' a woman shouted, and, I swear, ging to the next house. No and, sort ol yes. A fellow named Ned La-
Chafee blushed. Later I asked him why he remained a Republican. "It , mont just overhrmed the Establishment next dool in Connecticut. r
feels very comfortable locally. In Rhode Isiand. Democrats are the en-
trenched power, and wdre the reform party. Regionally, it's comfort- l'l ro see a collection of Joe Klein's recent columns, oisit
able too j' and Chafee rattled offa Iist of Northeastem Republican mod- L[ time.com/klein
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