The Christian Institute | How Westminster makes laws

The Christian Institute
How Westminster makes laws

Last Updated: 25 February 2008

Click here for the stages in more detail

Bill progress key (example shown)

Bill progress

1st reading
Past stages
2nd reading
— House of Commons
Present stage — Committee stage

—House of Lords
Future stages

0060660 @

The stages in detail

When a new piece of legislation is proposed in Parliament it is known as a

'Bill'. It must be agreed by both Houses (the Commons and the Lords) and
receive Royal Assent before it becomes law and is known as an 'Act'. This

process is commonly known as 'the legislative process'.

There are various stages in each House of Parliament for passing a Bill.
These stages are largely similar, although there are some differences. A Bill
can be introduced in either the House of Commons or House of Lords. The
following outlines the stages of a Bill:

First Reading ¢

This is a formality to seek permission to introduce
and print the Bill. There is no debate at this stage.

Second Reading

Usually two weeks after the First Reading, this is the
main opportunity to debate the general principles of
the Bill. A vote can be held on the Bill as a whole, but
not on specific parts of it.

Committee Stage

Normally in the Commons a specific group of MPs
studies a Bill in detail. This usually starts two weeks
after the Second Reading and can last from one
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meeting to up to several months. Amendments can
be made. At Committee Stage in the Lords, any Peer
can participate.

Report Stage

This usually takes place two weeks after the Committee Stage. It
allows the whole House to further consider the detail of the Bill, along
with any amendments or new clauses from Committee Stage. New
amendments can be added.

Third Reading

In the Commons this usually happens immediately after Report Stage
(when this happens Report Stage and Third Reading are referred to
together as the Remaining Stages). Third Reading is a final chance to
debate the Bill as a whole and decide whether or not to pass it. In
the Lords amendments can be tabled on Third Reading.

The other House

Once a Bill has completed all the stages in one House, it is passed to
the other House. If there is disagreement between Houses,
Parliamentary 'ping-pong' can ensue until one House gives way or a
compromise is reached. The unelected House of Lords tends to give
way to the elected Commons, though this depends on the strength of
opposition in the Lords for a given Bill.

Royal Assent

If the Bill completes all its stages in both Houses, it is then sent to
the Queen to give 'Royal Assent'. This is a formality. The Bill is then
law, and becomes an Act of Parliament.

Recent News | Publications | MPs' votes | Apologetics | Contact
Copyright © The Christian Institute All Rights Reserved

NS |

Registered office: The Christian Institute, Wilberforce House, 4 Park Road, Gosforth Business Park, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE12
8DG
Tel: 0191 281 5664. Fax: 0191 281 4272 Email: info@christian.org.uk Internet: http://www.christian.org.uk

The Christian Institute is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England as a charity.
Company No. 263 4440 Charity No. 100 4774

http://www.christian.org.uk/help/bills.htm#1 Page 2 of 2


http://www.christian.org.uk/mpvotes.php
http://www.christian.org.uk/contactus.htm
http://www.christian.org.uk/briefingpapers/index.htm
http://www.christian.org.uk/html-publications/index.htm
http://www.christian.org.uk/home.htm
mailto:info@christian.org.uk
http://www.christian.org.uk/

