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Welfare: The Voluntary Sector

Prior to class you should read and
prŽcis pages 57-65 of ÔAS

CitizenshipÕ by Holden-Rowley
and Blewitt.

Please take a copy of your prŽcis
notes and these notes to class

with you.

Charity based welfare

¥ New Right approach - the state should
reduce its role leaving individuals to
insure their future fitness and well-
being, with charity playing a central role.

¥ Even the Communitarian approach
emphasises the role of the state in
supporting and promoting charity
activity in time/money resources.

Voluntary sector includes

¥ Barnados, NSPCC, Salvation Army,
Terrence Higgins Trust, Child Poverty
Action Group, Shelter, CAB.

¥ These charities work through donations
and grants. They also depend upon
volunteers. They do not operate (by
Law) for profit and plough funds into
services. They are also pressure groups.

Barnados
¥ Employs over 5000 full and part-time

workers co-ordinating 427,000
volunteers to fundraise and provide
funds for 47,000 children and families.

¥ Annual income of about £100m - 40%
voluntary (charity shops) and 45% Govt
grants. 88p in every £1 is spent on
childrenÕs services and publications.
12p spent on fundraising & admin.

Community volunteering

¥ Govt helped set up ÔCares IncorporatedÕ
(www.caresince.org) to recruit 100,000
volunteers by 2002. The govt also funded
and setup an initiative called ÔTime BankÕ
(electronic volunteer database).

¥ Also Millennium Volunteering aimed at
encouraging 18-25 year old volunteers.
See Loss of Volunteers news story.
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Community volunteering

¥ Can you name some examples of
community/voluntary organisations?

The vital informal sector

¥ Possibly one of the most important
charitable and voluntary provisions is
the Ôinformal sectorÕ.

¥ This is looking after granny. Or caring
for a neighbour. The state does offer
some support for such helpers in the
form of a carers allowance. Who takes
up the majority of this burden?

Care in the community

¥ The idea behind care in the community
is to get people out of hospitals
(sometimes mental) and back into the
community. To do it properly costs a
fortune. Michael (Dr JÕs brother) is blind
and mentally ill (he cannot speak etc).
He was in a mental institution and was
discharged into the community.

Care in the community
¥ Michael now lives alone in a flat in

Oldham. He has 24 hours a day care -
every day. They sleep in and have to
wash and feed him etc. He has a car for
rides. His parents are not able to assist
- they just visit him often. He cannot
speak and only listens to music. What is
the cost of his care? Would it be
cheaper in an institution?

Criticisms of care in the
community

¥ Is it neglect in the community?
¥ Is it a way of exploiting the system and

good will of relatives so as to lessen the
tax bill?

¥ Do you agree with the Ôcare in the
communityÕ philosophy?

¥ Read ÔYoung people as involuntary
carers - page 59 of ÔAS CitizenshipÕ.

The CitizenÕs Charter

¥ Background to citizenÕs charters

¥ An example of a charter

¥ Criticisms of the citizenÕs charter

¥ Two case study examples of charters.

Important area: Watch the ÕCharter Mark
VideoÕ. Then break into four groups to
plan and deliver to class the below (see
pages 60-63 of ÔAS CitizenshipÕ):
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What next?

¥ Prepare to undertake a mock
examination based upon page 64 of ÔAS
CitizenshipÕ.

¥ Read and prŽcis for the next topic (see
intranet materials).

¥ Remember: To avoid essay homework -
attend classes!


